
1 Prominent in this field are the studies of Walter Burkert and of Martin L. West. 

See especially Burkert’s The Orientalizing Revolution: Near Eastern Influence on 

Greek Culture in the Early Archaic Age (Cambridge, Mass., 1992) and West’s The 

East Face of Helicon: West Asiatic Elements in Greek Poetry and Myth (Oxford, 

1997).  

 



2 On the proverbial and transitional character of Hesiod Th. 35, see M. L. West 

1966: 167–69 (Hesiod: Theogony [Oxford]) and 1997: 431 (op. cit., n. 1).  



3 Similarly, W. Burkert 1992: 7 (op. cit., n. 1) speaks of “the literary culture of 

ancient Syria” as “[t]he bridge that once provided the direct contact” between Greece 

and the mythological traditions of the Near East. 
4 By contrast, M. L. West 1997: 626–27 (op. cit., n. 1) argues that the Hurro-

Hittite Succession Myth reached Greece in stages: passing first from “Hurrian-speak-

ers to Greeks,” then “through north-west Semitic intermediaries,” and finally from 

Greek-controlled western Cyprus.  












