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Alist of authors and titles appears at the end of the review.

University of Chicago, is a renowned Homerist. Casting new light on the Iliad

through the lens of Aristotle’s Poetics, Redfield’s Nature and Culture in the Iliad:
The Tragedy of Hector (1975, expanded edn. 1994; also translated into French,
Modern Greek and Spanish), may safely be regarded as one of the landmarks of

]ames M. Redfield, Emeritus Professor of Classics and Social Thought at the

Homeric criticism. The present collection, which stems from a 2015 symposium
in Redfield’s honor, pays tribute to his work by bringing together sixteen papers
that engage, one way or another, with some of the scholar’s principal fields of in-
terest: Homer, Plato, plus some emphasis on the social perspective. Authors dis-
cussed to alesser degree include Aristotle, Sophocles, Euripides, Menander and
Terence.

In the Introduction, the editors aptly foreground the originality of Redfield’s
research, which glides between classics and anthropology, and his experimental
perception of literature (and of the ancient world) grounded on and informed by
social theory — the latter also reflected in the scholar’s affiliation to the Commit-
tee on Social Thought of the University of Chicago. Redfield’s second major
work (The Locrian Maidens: Love and Death in Greek Italy, 2003), bearing witness
to his “interest in the margins” as to both content and perspective, presents “a
counter-history to the canonic history of Athens and Sparta” (3). As a true eth-
nographer, Redfield identified with the areas he worked on, be that the world of
the Locrians or of the Iliad, and viewed “culture as a whole, as a field of action in
which reasoning plays a major part” (2). The Introduction closes with an over-
view of the individual contributions.

The first part of the collection consists of five papers on Homer. Slatkin con-
vincingly argues for the construction of the Iliadic story through tensions and
counter-pressures: Achilles may be hindered from killing Agamemnon but his
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wrath gives further impetus to the Trojan war. Olmstead examines, in the Cy-
clops and Circe episodes, Odysseus’ re-appropriation of the role of the xenos as to
the hero’s evasion of forming customary bonds of lineage with his hosts. Nooter’s
paper provides a constructive reading of the wooden horse as a mise en abyme for
the Odyssey, which demonstrates both the deadly and liberating powers of craft.
Zeitlin briefly discusses the Homeric body as an object of wonder, employing in
addition insights from archaeology. Finally, Kretler detects arresting similarities
between ring composition in Homer (the speech of Phoenix in Iliad 9 and the
Shield of Achilles), Aristotle’s discussion of the birth of tragedy and the second
stasimon in Euripides” Heracles.

The second part comprises six contributions on “Plato in Conversation with
Epic, Tragedy and Comedy.” On the question whether tragedy is perceived as
distinct from or identical to Homer in Plato’s Republic, Most is inclined to adopt a
middle position. In his discussion of the Hippias Minor, Sharp foregrounds the
significance of context in the interpretation of the Iliad. Nelson examines the op-
position between tragedy and comedy in the Symposium, arguing that both gen-
res are necessary for Plato’s philosophy. King's paper demonstrates how philia is
overturned by eros (passionate desire) in Lysis and in Sophocles’ Philoctetes. Lud-
wig discusses vulgar eros in the Phaedrus as a first step in the ladder of noble eros,
while McGlew associates sortition (lottery) with political equality in the Laws.

The third section (“Travel and Transmission”) includes five essays on a variety
of topics, which are meant to relate broadly to the social aspect in Redfield’s
scholarship. Nagy views the “ritualised surreptitiousness” of a pilgrimage sacrifice
to Achilles’ tomb (cited in Philostratus” Heroicus), which was being carried out by
the Aetolians from Thessaly, as a reflection of a historical rivalry between Sigeion
and New llion over the tomb’s authentic location. In one of the most rewarding
papers of this volume, Doniger examines the variants of the myth of the clever
wife (referring to the seduction of a husband by his wife disguised as another
women in order to meet his bewildering challenge that she get pregnant without
him having sexual intercourse with her) in Menander’s Epitrepontes, as well as in
Hecyra, the Roman version by Terence. As it appears, modifications in both plays
and departures from the original pattern are culture-specific, indicating the supe-
rior social position of the husband and of characters other than the wife herself.
Borgeaud surveys the attempts of Matteo Ricci (an Italian Jesuit missionary of
the 16™ century) to approach the religions of China and trace possible Graeco-
Roman influences. Zatta meticulously explores affinities between Hobbes’ politi-
cal theory and Aristotle’s History of Animals — a primary divergence being that
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animals should not, according to Hobbes, be termed political. By way of conclu-
sion, Desai takes us through a completely diverse though no less interesting
route, tracing Mahatma Gandhi’s intellectual debts to the 19t century naturalist
and philosopher Henry David Thoreau, to Leo Tolstoy, and principally to Socra-
tes, as regards the idea of resistance to political brutality and injustice by means of
a passive (i.e. nonviolent) civil disobedience.

The collection closes with a list of Redfield’s publications in chronological or-
der and a general Index (including passages discussed). The volume is nicely pro-
duced and the number of typos is minimal.

Allin all, this book succeeds in presenting papers that relate to Redfield’s work,
concerning mainly the authors he published on and to a lesser extent the anthro-
pological perspective. Some ideas could perhaps have been developed further
with a view to clarity, but given the limitation of space it must be stressed that the
volume serves well in reflecting the breadth of Redfield’s scholarship.
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