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ichard Clogg, a British historian of the modern Balkans and the Black Sea
Rregion, offers a detailed account of his often-tumultuous life and long ac-

ademic career, from his studies at Fettes College in Edinburgh in the late
1950s to his mandatory retirement as a Fellow at St. Anthony’s College in Oxford
in 2005. His American-born wife, librarian Mary Jo Augustine, is Clogg’s con-
stant companion in a narrative ranging from the author’s native Britain to far-
flung corners of the Balkans and Turkey, remote areas of the American Pacific
Northwest and Australia. Nearly every page contains memorable and often
amusing anecdotes about people he met, places he visited and events in which he
was observer or participant. Political intrigue, not only in international affairs but
also within academia, abounds in his narrative, which is flavored by frank, unre-
served and, often, biting comments about Clogg’s teachers, Greeks, members of
the Greek diaspora, government officials in Britain, Greece and elsewhere and,
especially, his academic colleagues, including Classicists. The 25 black-and-white
illustrations depict the author, his family and significant places and events men-
tioned in the book.

Greek to Me, arranged chronologically in seven chapters, begins with the author’s
school days and his first, life-changing, visit to Greece in 1958, This trip stirred in
the young Clogg a fascination with that country and a determination to learn
more about its history and its people. During his undergraduate years at the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh, Clogg made several trips to Greece and Turkey, including
one during the summer of 1960 to work on an archaeological project at the
Church of Hagia Sophia in the Pontic city of Trabzon (known as Trebizond in
English).
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Several major topics and events dominate Clogg’s account of his career. The first
is the Greek military coup in April 1967. Clogg was a fellow at the British School
at Athens at that turbulent time, which led him to turn his academic interests
from research for a never-finished Ph.D. thesis on the Greeks of Asia Minor in the
18" and 19" centuries to a life-long focus on the contemporary politics of the Bal-
kans and Turkey. During the seven years the junta ruled Greece, Clogg worked
strenuously via BBC broadcasts and printed pieces to publicize the Colonels’ “in-
iquities and absurdities,” despite the British government’s attempts to maintain

good relations with the Greek government.

Another of Clogg’s significant interests is Greece during World War I and, espe-
cially, the role of the British Special Operations Executive (SOE) in the Greek re-
sistance to Nazi occupation. SOE was a secret organization devoted to conduct-
ing intelligence and sabotage operations and supporting resistance efforts in
countries occupied by the Axis powers. While Clogg’s official history of SOE in
Greece, a career-long labor, unfortunately remains unfinished, he devotes a con-
siderable portion of Greek to Me to publications, conferences and controversies
springing from his research for this work. Of particular interest is “Greece—The
Hidden War,” a 1986 documentary series on Greek resistance fighters aired on
British Channel Four. While not directly involved in the actual production of this
series, Clogg was deeply engaged in the ensuing and prolonged debate around
the role of Greek communists in the resistance.

Unquestionably the most consequential event in Clogg’s career and in this book
was the publication of Politics and the Academy: Arnold Toynbee and the Koraes
Chairin 1985. His account of Toynbee’s problematic tenure from 1919 to 1924
as the Koraes Chair of Modern Greek and Byzantine History at King's College
London was, by his own admission, “washing dirty academic linen in public.” Au-
thorship of this volume, written while Clogg was employed at King's, proved to
be one of several factors resulting in his being passed over for the same chair in
1988 and his eventual departure from King’s for St. Anthony’s College. Clogg
spares no gory details of the back-room intrigues and old-boy-networking in the
search for a new occupant of the Koraes Chair. He supplements this history with
the controversies surrounding other such “ethnic” chairs, typically endowed by
wealthy Greeks or the Greek government, in Britain, the United States and Aus-
tralia.
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For Classicists, however, the most noteworthy features of Greek to Me are Clogg’s
firm rejection of a belief in the unbroken continuity of Greek culture from antiq-
uity to the present, as well as his generally unfavorable view of Classicists and clas-
sical archaeologists. Clogg questions the assumption that Classicists are per se
qualified to judge scholars of the modern history of Greece, the study of which he
disparagingly calls a “hobby” for Classicists. He unflatteringly mentions many
prominent Classicists, including: Denys Page, Hugh Lloyd Jones and Peter
Green for supporting the Greek junta; Gilbert Murray for “militant philhellen-
ism;” Toynbee (Murray’s son-in-law) for “mishellenism;” David Talbot Rice for
youthful pub crawls; and the wife of J. D. Beazley for “dragon-like behaviour” at
the British School at Athens. Also of interest to Classicists is Clogg’s discussion of
the problematic role of American Classicists at the American School of Classical
Studies in Athens during World War IT and, especially under Nazi occupation.

Clogg's opinion that historians of modern Greece are unfairly considered sec-
ond-class citizens compared to scholars of ancient Greece has clearly left its mark
on Greek to Me.
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